M
any companies invent more technology than they can use. One way of putting such technology to good use is to donate it to a university for further development and commercialization.
Donations of intellectual property can potentially open new research opportunities for faculty and students, generate a revenue stream for the university, and improve the lives of people who use products stemming from the technology.
In 2000, The Clemson University Research Foundation received, as a donation from Eastman Chemical Company, 23 U.S. patents, a group of U.S. patent applications, and 97 foreign patents and applications relating to capillary-surface fibers. Additionally, Procter & Gamble recently donated its proprietary capillary channel film and fiber technology to the Clemson University Research Foundation.The Procter & Gamble donation consists of 10 U.S. patents and 84 foreign patents and patent applications. The combined intellectual property portfolios cover channeled fibers and films, manufacturing processes, and several end-use applications of capillary-surface materials.
Channeled fibers have a much larger surface area than round fibers of comparable cross section and can spontaneously move fluids through the process of capillary action. Applications for channeled fibers include fluid transport and storage, thermal and acoustical insulation, and filtration. End-use applications include disposable diapers, training pants, feminine napkins, tampons, adult incontinence products, activewear, filters, and insulation materials.
Understanding The Process
Prior to accepting a donation of intellectual property, Clemson conducts a thorough study of the potential impact of the technology. Clemson assesses the potential for the technology to enhance its teaching, research and public service goals and ensures that adequate resources are available for supporting the commercialization process.
The donations have created new opportunities for teaching and research at Clemson University. Students in Clemson School of Material Science and Engineering are experimenting with a unique class of fibers that will potentially find use in a wide range of consumer products. Additionally, Clemson scientists are collaborating with researchers at Procter & Gamble to explore applications of capillary-surface materials in new product designs.
At Clemson, interest in the donated technology extends beyond the School of Material Science and Engineering. The donated technology has attracted researchers in chemistry, horticulture, and biomedical engineering who are investigating novel applications of capillary-surface materials. In addition, faculty and students in Clemson's business college are actively engaged in planning and executing strategies aimed at commercializing the donated technologies.
Fiber Innovation Technology, Inc., of Johnson City, TN is currently supplying a variety of Clemson's capillary surface fibers in the form of staple fibers and continuous filament yarns made from several polymers.
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